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September 2010 
 
 

THE WAY AHEAD 
 

At our Synodical convention 
in June there was talk about  
the state of the Lutheran 
church in Canada.  Our 
National Bishop Susan 
Johnson is working with a 
Structural Renewal Task 
Force to help imagine 
creative models of ministry 
despite shrinking budgets 
and numbers in the ELCIC 
(there is more about this in 
Fred Roth’s Convention 
Report on page 4).   
 
At the Synodical level, we 
heard about the 30-30-40 
reality.  Thirty percent of 
Lutheran congregations in 
the Eastern Synod can 
expect to close their doors in 
the next ten years.  Thirty percent can expect to be 
vibrant and healthy.  And Forty percent could go 
either way.   
 

I think we are part of the 40% 
group here at Advent.  Without 
being immodest, we have some 
of the best ministries in the 
synod happening here.  What is 
hitting us hard is Sunday 
worship attendance.  When we 
come on Sunday, we give our 
offering and support the 
ministries of the congregation.  
When we don’t, we don’t.  
More importantly, when we all 
come on a Sunday (we have 
enough regular members to 
easily fill the house) we are 
energized to be the church 
together.  A renewed 
commitment to Sunday worship 
attendance is essential for the 
future of our congregation.  
We’re already doing the hard 

work of ministry.  Now we just have to re-learn 
how to be a community that celebrates together 
on a regular basis.   
 
-Pastor Michael 

 
 
 
 

Advent Journey is the newsletter of Advent Lutheran Church 
2800 Don Mills Road, Toronto, ON 

www.adventlutheranchurch.ca 
Office of Pastor Michael Mills:  416.493.1435 

The Journey is available the first Sunday of every month except August. 
The deadline for submissions is the third Saturday of every month. 
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CANADIAN LUTHERAN 

ANGLICAN YOUTH 

GATHERING 

 

 
  

 
What can I say, it was all so overwhelming, leaving  
it impossible to pick out the good and bad aspects. 
It opened up a space in my heart to realize that the smallest 
actions result in the biggest change; one word could make a 
day close to perfect. I want to especially zoom in on 
"teamwork". When we were at the convention, we took part 
in a drumming exercise consisting of everyone participating. 
We had to work together to keep a beat straight to create a 
song of Kenya, and let me say, it was one of the most 
beautiful sounds I have ever heard. I wish to be with that 
exact group of 2000 Lutherans and Anglicans again; we have 
all heard that before, and we know its not going to happen 
that all of us come together in that exact group again, 
however we have the memories and I have the lessons.   -
Tasha 

 
So much happened at CLAY 
that I hardly know where to 
start. But for me I think the 
best part of the trip was the 
time our Youth Group spent 
together. I had known almost 
everyone who was going, but 
we hadn’t really been that 
close lately. At CLAY, 
though, we stayed up way 
too late most nights just 
talking and getting to know 
each other a little better. 
The best memory I have of 
this trip is of the water 
balloon fight we had, it 
wasn’t a planned part of 
CLAY we had just been 
browsing through a bargain 
store and saw some cheap 
water balloons and water 
guns.  When we got back to 
our dorm,  we filled them up 
and had a great “fight”. It 
didn’t last too long because 
we had to have it after we 
were done everything for the 
day so the sun had already 
set and it had gotten quite 
cold, but with warm water in 
the balloons we had a blast!  
- Jonah 

 

 

Every two years 2000 Lutheran and Anglican 
youth gather for an incredible experience of 

learning, fun, worship, service and celebration. 
This year the event was held in London, Ontario 

and our kids were there (plus two from St. Philip’s 
who joined our team.)  Here’s a little bit of what 
they experienced.  You’ll hear more on Youth 

Sunday – September 19
th
! 

 

 

Having gone to the 

last youth gathering 

in Whitehorse, Yukon I wasn’t sure if CLAY 2010 

in London, Ontario would be able to top that 

experience. But it did. Just the fact that I was 

going with a group of youth that I didn’t know 

made the experience even more exciting. We 

got to experience so many things together 

and we got to know each other over the 

course of the gathering. My favourite part of 

the gathering is that I got to experience it with 

those people.  It made the whole gathering 

more fun. The Large Group Gatherings were 

lots of fun and were that much more 

enjoyable because we were experiencing 

them together. Now I have some good 

memories and new friends and I couldn’t have 

asked for a better experience.  -Melissa 
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If I was to say that church was “fun” every 

week, than I would be lying to myself and to 

everyone else who has ever attended the 

boring grind of „going to church‟ on Sunday. 

Church is like all-bran, it looks boring, and 

it tastes like cardboard, but of course 

people eat it because it has a lot of fibre. In 

the same way, we all go to church when we 

need a major serving of Jesus in our lives, 

maybe not for the same reason as fibre, but 

it still helps. Okay, terrible metaphor, I 

know, but looking back on my time spent at 

CLAY, I can say that it was the Lucky Charms 

equivalent to church, filled with the sugar 

coating of interesting lectures, and the 

marshmallows of a live band, and dancing. 

That was my favourite part of the trip, not 

the drumming circle, which was really cool, 

or the excursion to pioneer village which 

was fun even in the rain, but the way that 

the mixture of music, the drama team, and 

father Bill‟s lectures using his i-pad bible 

made church seem like something above 

the normal, something fresh and fun, and it 

was rejuvenating in that way to see church 

in a new light.  Of course, the amazing 

people who I shared the journey with also 

deserve credit, for without them the trip 

would not have been as much fun. In the 

drumming circle we learned about the need 

for courage, truth-telling, service, and love, 

and how living through these things, we can 

all live in harmony. Throughout the trip, I 

feel that I was able to practice these 

characteristics in building a bond in my own 

group, as well as with Lutheran‟s and 

Anglican‟s from all over the country that I 

met and became friends. It was a beautiful 

experience to hear the „boom-whackers‟ (a 

hitting stick, convenient for hitting annoying 

brothers) all playing as a cohesive unit, and 

hopefully we are able to play with such 

harmony in our church communities and to 

maintain peace in the world, for when you 

do not play selfishly, you build something 

more beautiful together.      –Jonathan 
 

 

 

As a leader I was privileged to have such a great 

group to go to CLAY with. These guys were really 

enthusiastic when it came to participating in late 

night worship, karaoke, and even square dancing at 

pioneer village. We really had a great time getting to 

know each other and feeling God's presence 

surround us during this weekend retreat with 

Anglican and Lutheran youth from across the 

country. Hopefully this energy will continue into 

future youth events to come! -Jackie 

 

William Cliff was the keynote speaker at CLAY. 

Fr. Bill is one of four musicians who travel the 

country raising money and awareness for 
development issues and the relief of world hunger. 

They have recorded 4 CD’s and have raised close to 
a million dollars for these worthy causes around the 

world. He has taught “Scripture and Story” at Ask 

and Imagine, the national program for Youth at 

Huron University College for several years, as well 

as holding an annual session with the Ask and 
Imagine attendees called “Bull with Bill”: a session 

of no-hold-barred questions about faith, sex, 

commitment, scripture, theology and growing up a 
Christian in today’s world. When he has spare time, 

he enjoys singing, reading and the occasional bike 

ride. 
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2010SYNOD CONVENTION 

June 24-27, Toronto ON 

 
he business portion of the assembly 
was expertly chaired by Bishop Michael 

Pryse.  Assistants to the Bishop are 
Rev. Guenter Dahl and Rev. Mark 

Harris.  In attendance was our national Bishop Susan 
Johnson.   

Tabled Reports 
Tabled at the Convention were the reports of the 
Bishop, Vice Chair 
and various 
Conferences, as well 
as Statistical Reports 
of the Secretary, 
Necrologist and 
Archivist.  Reports of 
Standing 
Committees, 
Ministry Directors 
and Lutheran 
Planned Giving, and 
the Financial Reports 
are also available on 
the Synod web site.  

Report of the ELCIC 
Structural Renewal Task Force 
Not unlike many congregations, the Eastern Synod 
and National Church are facing difficult financial 
times.  In order to address these difficulties, the 
ELCIC Structural Renewal Task Force is seeking input 
from the Synods as to a future course of action. The 
directions taken as a result of this Task Force could 
drastically alter the structure of the Lutheran 
Church in Canada.  The Task Force has made it clear 
that “everything is on the table”.  The slated 
timetable for action is over 5 years, from 2010 to 
2015.Table by table discussions were held and 
comments submitted for the Task Force’s 
consideration.   

Synod Budget 2010 - 2012 
Budgets are considered at the Synod conventions 
held every two years, the last being a 2008 – 2010 
document.  Given the recession and financial 
turmoil since 2008, the 2008 – 2010 document 
requires revision.  For example, under the 2008 - 

2010 Budget, the Benevolence offering 
requirements for 2010 would be $1,800,000.  
However, the actual 2009 Benevolence receipts 
have been 12 % below this level. The 2010 – 2012 
Budget approved totaled expenditure of 
$3,000,000.  It was noted that 2010 Benevolence 
offerings to the end of May are below 2009 levels.  

Report of the Evangelical Lutheran Women – 
Eastern Synodical 
Following a 
meeting of the 
National ELW 
Board, a difficult 
decision was made 
to enter into a 
process of 
dissolution of ELW.  
Key reasons were 
aging membership 
(80% are 65 years 
or older) and 
declining financial 
support.  
Notwithstanding 

the decision to dissolve, women have indicated that 
they will continue to meet even if the organization 
failed to exist. 

Report of the Waterloo Lutheran Seminary 
According to Dr. David Pfrimmer, Principal-Dean of 
the Waterloo Lutheran Seminary, the Seminary is 
currently operating in the black, and will have a 
balanced budget in 2011.  However, there are two 
significant future liabilities to be addressed, as 
follows: 

(1) There is an unfunded pension liability, 
 currently of an unknown amount 
(2) Deferred maintenance of buildings totaling 
 $1,200,000, largely for the mechanical 
 systems such as heating, wiring, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Delegates and visitors to Assembly 2010 demonstrate a ñVisible Signò 
calling world leaders of the G20 to provide inspired and courageous 
action for the worldôs mostvulnerable. (Photograph ©2010 Silke Force, 

used with permission.) 
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Key Motions Tabled for Consideration by the 
Report of Committee on Reference in Council and 
Approved: 

 Retiree Health Premiums 
Pertaining to the 2010 – 2012 Budget was a 
reduction and eventual phasing out of 
health benefit premiums paid by the Synod 
for clergy age 65 and over and their 
surviving spouses under the Eastern Synod 
Retiree Group Plan, by 1st January, 2013. 

 Representation of Scripture Based 
Lutheranism in Church Life 
Conservative Lutherans feel that traditional 
understanding of the scriptures is not being 
applied to the addressing of key social 
issues affecting the church and society. 
Therefore the following motion was 
approved: Eastern Synod and the National 
Church actively seek to involve persons who 
represent scripture-based Lutheranism in all 
facets of National, Synodical and 
Congregational life. 

 ELCIC’s Draft Social Statement on Human 
Sexuality 
That this Assembly commend to the 
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ 9[/L/ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΩǎ !ǇǊƛƭ 
10, 2010 draft social statement on human 
sexuality, and urge the National Church 
Council to follow up adoption of the social 
statement in its final form at the 2011 
National Convention by taking the steps 
necessary to bring about the following: 

 

 

 

a) permitting ELCIC clergy to perform 
marriages of couples regardless of the 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎΩ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ orientation, and  

b)  opening ordination to qualified 
candidates regardless of sexual 
orientation 

Worship Services 
Together with the Worship Committee, Pastor 
Michael Mills was the lead architect of the worship 
services.  All of the services were thought-provoking 
and spiritually uplifting.  In particular, the 
Ordination Service brought together 400 Lutherans 
to celebrate the ordination of our two new pastors. 
Debbie Lou Ludolph’s musical direction kept 
everyone in strong voice throughout the 
convention. 

Rev. Erich Schultz – June 1, 1930 to June 26, 2010 
Rev. Erich Schultz graduated from Waterloo 
Lutheran Seminary in 1954 served in parishes in 
Woodstock, Walkerton and Hespeler, and was a 
librarian at Waterloo Lutheran University and 
Waterloo Lutheran Seminary.  He retired in 1991. 
Rev. Schultz passed away suddenly at the Synod 

Banquet, surrounded by his friends, family and 

colleagues.  His knowledge and expertise and his 
gentle humanity will be sorely missed by all at the 
Eastern Synod. -FredRoth 

 

 
  

MANDARIN MINISTRY UPDATE 
On Chinese New Year 2010 Pastor Michael Mills announced the beginning of Mandarin Ministry to a gathering  of 
people from Advent and St. Paul’s Lutheran congregations. In addition, Dr. Ouyang, a facilitator of Mandarin 
Ministry approached members of Advent’s Sunday morning English Circle with an invitation to join this ministry. 
The following Friday evening, with an initial group about 10 attendees, Mandarin Ministry at Advent was 
launched. Since then, Mandarin Ministry has been growing with steady steps.  Pastor Xuandong Zhu, from St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in North York, takes the major role of the ministry. In his words, “The goal of this ministry is to 
lead more Mandarin speaking people who live in Fairview Mall neighborhood, to Jesus Christ, our almighty 
Lord.”This meaningful ministry offers people a time and place to learn and grow. More than that, it opens up a 
brand new world of peace and joy to the participants.  Those who benefit from this ministry share their 
experiences with friends and families, and bring more into the group. Now we have twenty people coming on a 
regular base for each gathering. On July 23 Friday we had a special event with a well known Chinese preacher, Mr. 
Ren, coming from Montreal. He delivered a very excellent sermon in that evening, and more than 120 people 
attended. With the kindest guiding and blessing from God, may the Mandarin Ministry grow healthy and strong, 
and bring praise to God.    -Pr. Xuandong Zhu 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

 ADVENT'S GIVING TO 31/8/10  

     

Commitments Received to  Received to Difference 

 31/8/2010  31/8/2009  

     

Current, Festival & Loose $46,696.25  $45,640.45 $1,055.80 

Mortgage $2,421.50  $2,489.00 -$67.50 

Sunday School $0.00  $50.00 -$50.00 

     

Sub-total  $49,117.75  $48,179.45 $938.30 

     

Facilities $43,383.30  $50,196.70 -$6,813.40 

Regular Benevolence $4,795.50  $5,318.00 -$522.50 

     

Total Received $97,296.55  $103,694.15 -$6,397.60 

     

Other Giving     

     

Global Hunger $2,285.50  $1,929.50 $356.00 

Furnace Fund $1,266.00  N/A N/A 

Refugee Fund $1,740.13  $51.42 $1,688.71 

-Fred Roth 
 

 

August 24, 2010 -From ELCIC News Services 

Youth Gathering Participants Challenged To Share The 
Seeds Of Grace And Mercy Widely 

ñDo you love God enough to just throw it all away?ò was the question youth were challenged with as 
they were sent from the 2010 Canadian Lutheran Anglican Youth (CLAY) Gathering to go back to their 
families, congregations, and communities and ñthrow awayò the seeds of grace and mercy received 
from God. In this final of six Large Group Gatherings, CLAY 2010 participants heard the Parable of the 
Sower. ñThe seeds are precious. Seeds are life itself,ò said keynote speaker The Revôd Canon William 
Cliff. ñ[The seeds are] your hope, your future, your body, mind and soul. It is God who gives them 
growth. It is our job to throw away the grace and mercy [the seeds] we have received.ò Cliff 
encouraged youth to share the seeds they have received from God and ñcast them widely.ò ñThis is my 
prayer for you. Will you please be foolish with it?ò Cliff pleaded, once again referring to the seeds of 
grace and mercy given by God. ñIt is terrifying [but] trust that there is just enough, more than enough, 
for you and all your needs.ò   
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NEVER ENDING LUNCH 
The idea of Never Ending Lunch is to provide a regular opportunity for people to gather, enjoy each other’s 
company and eat together.  It’s simple and fun and open to anyone who wants a few enjoyable hours with 
other people from the church.  NEL is never the same event twice. In past we have gone to restaurants (we’re 
lucky here in Toronto there are so many), or to someone’s house. A couple of times we have had a BBQ in a 
local park.  Recently Sophia Liu decided she would teach a bunch of us how to make Jiaozi – Chinese dumplings 
stuffed with pork and vegetables and spices.  They were wonderful.  Here are a few pictures of the event.   

 

     

 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO SUNDAY SCHOOL  
  
I would like to welcome every child from our 
congregation to come back and join us this 
September for another exciting year of Advent 
Lutheran Sunday School.  We will be starting up the 
classes for this year back on Sunday September 19, 
2010 and classes will be running for the year till 
June 2011.  

All ages are welcome to our class which is held 
every Sunday in the Fellowship Hall during the 
Church Service.  

We start the classes off with the children 
participating in the first part of the church service 
and then they are dismissed by the Pastor to head 
off for class.  This allows the children to have 
special time, and allows parents to be present to 
the prayers, gospel and sermon for the day. Sunday 
School children do return after the sharing of the 
peace and be able to take Communion and sing the 
closing hymn. For those who are interested, we 

enjoy the story telling of the gospel and the 
children love learning about the exciting 
adventures of the old and new testaments. From 
Rainbows and Noah to Jesus and his triumphantly 
ride into Jerusalem.  The children love hearing the 
stories and we do use age appropriate materials for 
them to understand. The children love to create 
something special to take home and share.   

Just a note:  for the major festivals such as 
Thanksgiving, last two weeks in December, the 
March Break and Easter Festival there will be no 
classes, so everyone can celebrate the regular 
church services.  So, I am welcoming all children to 
come and have some fun and as well to those 
Grandparents who do the occasional babysitting 
over the weekend, to feel free and bring their 
grandchildren along.   

-Erika Day 

 

Mona places a dumpling in a pan.  
Mona is excellent at placing 
dumplings in pans. How odd that 
Sophia never takes her eyes off 
aƻƴŀ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎΧ 

Indira, Nalini and Pastor Mike stuff 
the jiaozi.  Notice how everyone in 
this picture has a halo.   

Peter is almost certain he can 
do this, if he sees it done just 
ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜΧ 
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ELW NEWS 
 
In June, a very sad letter was sent out to all ELW 
groups in Canada. The National ELW Board had 
made the very difficult decision to dissolve the 
organization. Years of declining use of resources, 
declining financing and disbanding of ELWs (mostly 
due to the aging of the members and younger 
women not joining) have made it very difficult for 
ELW to continue to exist. 
By the end of September 2010 the last of the staff 
at the Winnipeg office will be gone and Evangelical 
Lutheran Women in Canada will be no more. I have 
taken the liberty of copying a letter from ELW 
President, Ruth Magnuson, which I think expresses 
how we, the ELW ladies are feeling: 
 
July 14, 2010  
It seems most people know by now that the ELW as 
we know it is going to be put to rest.   

The reaction to this news has been varied.  Some of 
you wondered just how this organization has been 
able to stay afloat till now. Some have recognized 
the struggle of running an organization which has 
been cutting and cutting from all edges for years. 
Others have expressed surprise at this decision and 
were unaware of the situation. And others are very 
angry about this decision.  

We all process our grief in various ways and we are 
grieving. It is difficult to let go of something that 
has offered comfort, spiritual nourishment, joy, 
laughter and a safe place to weep. But my personal 
hope is that most of the relational ministry will 
continue where you are at.  

 

 

 

We, in the office are also grieving. The decisions to 
make cuts in programming over the years hurt us. 
We would really have preferred to be offering a 
grand variety of programming opportunities. We 
had dreams as to what this organization could be. 
We also grieve the loss of co-workers and shared 
ministry. Catherine is no longer working for ELW 
and has moved on to other work endeavors. It hurts 
to not have her bubbly spirit here in the office. 
Gerlinde, Catherine and I have shared our days 
together for years. It was lovingly stated that we 
are not just co-workers, we are family.  

Some changes will take place with no formal ELW, 
but I suspect that many of you will continue to 
nurture faith, respond to the world around you, 
mentor others and continue to study the Bible, I 
urge you to grieve, lay aside any anger, and know 
that God is working amongst us all and touching us 
with a loving nudge to keep on being the Christ-
centered women we are.  

May God continue to bless you! - Ruth Magnuson 
Executive Director  

NOTE: 
Advent’s Ladies Group will continue to meet. We 
are not many, but we don’t want to give up the 
fellowship and sharing that we have. Maybe we will 
rename ourselves, think of other programs, joining 
with other groups? – there are many things to 
discuss.  We will gather to plan over a Potluck Meal 
at my (Brit Missirlian’s) home at 6 pm on 
September  8th. 

-Brit Missirlian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Lutherans from around the world gathered in Stuttgard Germany July 20-27, 2010  to discuss world 
poverty, lack of safe water, HIV and AIDS, globalization, interreligious conflict and human rights.   
 
The Assembly theme was “Give Us Today Our Daily Bread.”  This fourth petition of the Lord’s Prayer 
challenged the LWF and its assembly delegates to define prophetic responses to injustices that 
threaten life in abundance. 
 
Check out the LWF Assembly website: http://www.lwf-assembly.org/ 
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OUR FAMILY,OUR FRIENDS 

Since my last report, Hussein has found some 
occasional jobs: he has been called in to an auto 
repair shop when extra help was needed, and he 
has also worked with a crew that cleans shopping 
malls during the night. Unfortunately none of these 
jobs are dependable for regular work. Right now he 
gets up at 4 am to be at work 5 am (sometimes 
bicycling - in the dark!) and works for 4 hours.  A 
couple of weeks ago he went to demonstrate his 
skill at operating one of 
those large rotary floor 
scrubber/polisher 
machines. If that works 
out, he may get a 
chance at a weekly 
assignment. He has also 
been working for a few 
days helping stock 
shelves in a dollar store 
in Oshawa, started up 
by some Arabic-
speaking people. So, as 

you can tell Hussein is 
willing to try any job to 
bring in an income for his family.  Even though 
Hussein is eager to work and has felt going to 
school (especially to learn English) wasn’t that 
important, he is beginning to realize that having 
"the piece of paper" is what gets you from a low 
paying job to a high paying job, here in Canada. 
With this in mind he has (with the help of Terry and 
Hamoud –family friend in Oshawa) made inquiries 
about auto body repair and welding courses at 
Centenniel College and welding courses at Durham 
College. He went for a visit to Durham College and 
was very pleased with what he found. He realizes 
he needs to get to level 5 English, but sees it as a 
challenge. Terry has given Hussein some 
information on English proficiency requirements, 
and on foreign-trained professionals. So even 
though he probably is several years away from any 
such schooling, is good for him to understand how 
to get there. Hope he can keep his spirits up, he is 
quite excited about it. 

Bataa and Suha have been busy in their way. The 
garden plot got started, is full of tomatoes nicely 

ripening and Bataa spends some time there. They 
have also ventured out to the grocery store on 
their own, so hopefully this will encourage them to 
other ways to getting out of the house. One of 
Bataa’s grandsons, 9 year old Hamoud (from the 
family in Kitchener) visited with them for awhile 
and they have been invited by family friend, 
Hamoud, for meals at his home in Oshawa. This has 
given Bataa and Suha a chance to socialize (in their 

own language) and, at least 
at some level, to share their 
anxieties about their “new” 
life.  In the middle of August 
Bataa and Suha went to 
Kitchener and spent a week 
with Bataa’s son and family.  
This is son Abdullah, wife 
and 4 children who arrived 
in June and who are 
sponsored by a combined 
Mennonite/Islamic Centre 
of Cambridge group. 

The family is hopefully 
getting to the end of medical 

and dental visits. Bataa, being diabetic has gotten a 
supply of blood testing strips and the machine (to 
read them) and the pharmacist has once again, in 
the presence of Suha and Hussein, given her 
detailed instructions and admonitions (in Arabic) 
on her medications. Suha and Hussein have had 
their dental check-up (which will be followed up 
with some treatment) 

A few weeks back Pr.Mills sent out an email with 
an idea for a gift we could give “our friends” – a trip 
to Winnipeg (actually Altona) to visit another 
son/brother and his family. We were envisioning 
this could be done if any of Advent’s members had 
any extra air miles points to give away. So far I have 
had two responses but a bit more would be needed 
to realize this idea.  This is not something our 
family has asked for – we, the Advent Refugee 
Committee, think it would be a lovely gift for them, 
especially for mother/grandmother Bataa. 

-Brit Missirlian 

 

© 2007 Dan Erlander Publications       Used with permission 
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE 
The tomatoes are ripening, cucumbers are coming 
in by the armful, and everyone seems to be picking 
bags full of fresh herbs each evening--we've hit the 
summer harvest season in full stride at the Oriole 
Community Garden!  The 
garden is a buzz of activity each 
evening, with kids chasing 
butterflies and climbing trees, 
community members helping 
out in communal gardens, 
dozens of youth volunteering, 
arts classes under the trees, 
container gardening 
workshops, and of course 
gardeners lovingly tending their 
own plots.  One exciting new program we have is 
yoga in the garden.  You're welcome to come join 
us--it's every Tuesday from 5:30-7:00 (unless it's 
raining).  

 It's hard to believe that the summer is already 
winding down, but we're starting the notice it 
getting darker earlier and becoming chilly in the 

evenings.  The kids are getting ready to go back to 
school, and everyone is gearing up for an exciting 
Community Harvest Festival on Saturday October 
2nd!  Please save the date and come join us for an 

all-day festival which promises 
to be the party of the season--
kids games, a corn roast, a 
community kitchen to share 
traditional dishes, yoga, arts 
class, and more! 

 We're already starting to think 
about next year, and I look 
forward to joining the Advent 
community in discussion about 

how to grow the impact and scope of the Oriole 
Community Garden.  I look forward to attending 
the Visioning Meeting in late September to plan for 
future growing seasons together.  

-Sarah Resnick - Garden Coordinator

 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 
 
Welcome back to everyone after a very, very hot and humid summer.  Did you really need me to tell you that? 
During the services in July and August I was able to stake out my spot each Sunday under the fan so I didn't find 
itso difficult to be in Cedar Hall.  The fans there worked well as they weren't so far up in the ceiling. Each time I 
worship in Cedar Hall I remember when Gerry and I joined as members in 1970.  Another plus was during the 
sharing of the Peace. It seemed that we were all able to share the Peace with each other as it was just a short 
walk across the room and it seemed that everyone was able to welcome visitors during the socializing that 
occurred. 
 
Just as June was a busy month at Advent winding down for the summer and anticipating the worship services 
in Cedar Hall, you will see that September is another busy month with start up activities, especially on 
September 19.Looking forward to seeing you at the 'Welcome Back BBQ' hosted by your Congregational 
Council on September 19 following the Service. 
 
-Carol Peck 
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MEETINGS, EVENTS& HAPPENINGS 
 

Congregational Council Meeting 
September 14 – 7:30 P.M. at Carol Peck’s. 

 

Return to Sanctuary 
We’re grateful for the extra revenue we have 

received from St. Dimitru congregation over the 
summer and they have much appreciated being 
able to worship in the big sanctuary.  On Sunday 

Sept 19 we switch back again. 
 

Youth Sunday 
The youth group is taking over the worship service 
Sept 19.  Come and support them. Yes Youth Can! 

 

Welcome Back Barbeque 
September 19 - After worship, we celebrate with 

hotdogs, buns and condiments (provided.) You just 
need to bring a salad or dessert.   

 

ESO Meeting 
September 21, 2010.  In Pastor’s office.  7:30 P.M. 

 

Council Retreat 
Sept 25 - we will be talking about the future of our 
congregation.  Any creative thoughts and ideas you 
want to contribute?  Please share it with a member 

of council. 
 

Harvest Festival 
Oct 2 - this festival promises to be the party of the 

season with kids’ games, a corn roast, a community 
kitchen, art classes, garden workshops, and more!  

Noon to 8 PM--rain or shine.  Bring your friends 
and family, and join our celebration of another 

successful season in our garden growing good food 
and vibrant community.   Hope to see you there! 

 

Anniversary Dinner  
Sunday October 24 - Pastor Mills will again be our 
chef supreme and the dinner will be a fund raiser 
for  the Refugee Fund. Watch for more information 
on how to purchase tickets. 

 
Eastern Synod Women’s Ministries 

Celebration 
The Eastern Synod Celebration of Women's 

Ministries will be hosted by the K-W Conference 
and St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 63 Grand North, 

Cambridge on October 23, 2010 at 9:30 AM.A 
service of commemoration of past work and 

inspiration for the future work of Eastern Synod 
Women has been crafted by Pastor Annette Smith 

of Eganville.  The day will include a program of 
looking forward with Music, Hope and Joy, lead by 
Richard Schwass, a current Seminarian at Waterloo 

Lutheran Seminary. The day will also include a 
message from Waterloo Lutheran Seminary and a 

Question and Answer session, lead by Pauline 
Duensch Miller, to help address some of the many 

uncertainties we are hearing regarding the 
direction of the Eastern Synod ELW. Registration 

for this exciting day is $10.00, including lunch.   To 
register, contact: Barbara Jones,1401 Fairview, 

Cambridge, OntarioN3H 4M5(519) 653-9078 

 

Christmas Concert 
Our third annual concert in partnership with 

Canadian National Theatre happens on Saturday 
November 20.  There will be top-of-the-line talent, 

toys for the kids and a great evening of fun.   

 

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

Date Greeters Readers Altar Care  Ushers Counters Coffee Hosts 

 

Assisting Min 

Sept 5 
Indira Beekie 

 
Nalini Beekie 

 
Brit Missirlian 
 

Bernd Brandt 
Joan McLean 

Fran Brandes & 
Nalini Beekie 

The Ramassar 
Family 

Sean Fromme 
 

Sept12 
M. Marcobelli 

 
Joan Fox 

 
Fran Brandes 
 

Joe Hunt  
Michaela Ehring 

Brit Missirlian 
&Jim Doak 

The Sawh 
Family 

Gabi 
Schickedanz 

Sept 19 
Cynthia Stewart 

 
Youth Group 

 
Cynthia Stewart 
 

Youth Group 
 

Walter 
Rothenburger 

Welcome Back 
Picnic 

Monika 
Fromme 

Sept 26 
Arie Fox 

 
Mona 

Marcobelli 
Elizabeth Lancia 
 

Y Cummerbatch 
Joan McLean 

Fran Brandes & 
Nalini Beekie 

Donna &Dave 
Beekie Family 

Nalini Beekie 
 

Oct 3 
Joan McLean 

 
Olga Cosubrn 

 
Carol Peck 
 

George McLean 
Joyce Tadege 

Marcobelli & 
Rothenburger 

Mary Hassan 
Elsie Wraith 

Erika Schurr 
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WE GIVE THANKS TOé 
Many thanks  go to Fred Roth for serving as our 
delegate to Synod Convention, and to the members 
of Advent who served as ushers at the ordination 
service:  Fran Brandes, Carol Peck, Walter 
Rothenburger, Peter Buckley, Adele Buckley and 
Erika Day.  Judy Baribeau did a great job with the 
local arrangements committee, and pastor Mike 
helped create the worship services.  
 
Also, a big thank you goes to Erna and John Kraus 
for hosting the youth swim and picnic event.  Thank 
you Michael Day and Jackie Fromme for leading our 
youth group at CLAY.   And to Fran and Claus 
Brandes who did so much background work for this 
year’s youth event – what can we say?  Thank you! 
 
Thank you Joan Fox for taking care of the office, 
returning phone calls and answering mail during 
August while pastor Michael was on holidays. 
Thank you Arie, for always making sure the visitor 
packages are up-to-date. 
 

 

 
And thank you to the Women’s Group for leading 
worship this summer, the Men’s group, all assisting 
ministers and to Claus Brandes, Jim Doak and 
Walter Rothenburger for preaching!  There is great 
leadership in this parish. 

 

WE PRAY WITH 
Martha Khan, Alfred Schurr and Shabnam Hart who 
are on journeys of healing. We pray, too, for David 

Schweyer and his family.  David has been 
diagnosed with kidney cancer.   

 

WE MOURN WITH 
Avril Latchman, Reg, Sally, Renata and Jason Sawh 

on the death of Avril’s Husband and Sally’s dad, 
Stanley; the family of Daisy (Pam) Bromfield; and 

Chris Scheidereit on the death of his dad.  We pray, 
to, for Evelyn Fromme’s Family.  Evelyn was in 

palliative care at Scarborough General Hospital.  
She died Thursday morning.

TTHHEE  LLAASSTT  WWOORRDD  

òChurch isnõt where you meet. Church isnõt a building. Church is 

what you do. Church is who you are. Church is the human 

outworking of the person of Jesus Christ. Letõs not go to 

Church, letõs be the Church.ó 
~Bridget Willard 

August 25, 2010 ï ELCIC News Services 

Appeal for Pakistan Flood Victims  
 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC), through its partnership with Canadian Lutheran World Relief 
(CLWR), is appealing to its members for financial support for relief operations underway to assist the people of 
Pakistan.  “As we continue to hear more about the devastating effects that flooding has had on Pakistan, it is 
important that we help our brothers and sisters,” says ELCIC National Bishop Susan C. Johnson. “We are asking 
all ELCIC members to keep the people of Pakistan in their prayers and assist with the need for emergency 
assistance by donating to the appeal.”  Donations may be made with your regular church offering.  Just write 
“Pakistan Flood” on the envelope. 

 


